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States Senate and stood up and asked
for a roll call vote over and over and
over again, for the first time in a gen-
eration putting his colleagues on the
record as to whether they were voting
for or against railroad legislation and a
variety of other things.

And the public record, combined with
direct election of Senators, revolution-
ized the United States Senate and
American politics from the Mississippi
west in our country, in particular.

Bob La Follette was the kind of
American that all of us, regardless of
party, can be proud of. Accordingly, I
urge support of H.R. 1760.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to my friend, the gentlewoman
from Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE).

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with such great pride and
pleasure that I stand here in support of
H.R. 1760, to name a post office after
Fighting Bob La Follette.

You have heard from my other col-
leagues from Wisconsin about the insti-
tutions that this man has built and the
impact that this one man has made on
not only the institutions in Wisconsin,
developing a civil service system, that
has had an impact throughout our
country, establishing the Congres-
sional Research Service, which really
put us on par with the K Street lobby-
ists in terms of having information and
knowledge about the initiatives that
take place here.

But Fighting Bob La Follette has put
us on the map internationally, as Wis-
consin has been a leader in the world,
training people in democratic institu-
tions. Fighting Bob La Follette is a
hero to me. He was a powerful voice, a
Lincoln Republican. He was a powerful
voice with the underrepresented, out-
spoken for their issues no matter how
unpopular or controversial.

He denounced any discrimination
based on race, creed, class, during the
era, for example, of the Ku Klux Klan
resurgence. He called for investigations
of World War I profiteers and defended
antiwar activists that were sent to jail.

One of the favorite quotes of Bob La
Follette that I think is apropos for
where we are today was a quote that he
made arguing on the United States
Senate floor, and I would like to end
my remarks with that quote: ‘“We
should not seek to inflame the mind of
our people by half truths into the fren-
zy of war. The poor, who are always the
ones called upon to rot in the trenches,
at some time will be heard. There will
come an awakening. They will have
their day, and they will be heard.”

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I have
no more requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I would urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 1760, to designate the
post office located at 215 Martin Luther King,
Jr. Boulevard in Madison, Wisconsin, as the
“Robert M. La Follette, Sr. Post Office Build-

ing.”
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“Fighting Bob” La Follette was one of our
great American leaders. He spearheaded polit-
ical reform in both Wisconsin and the Nation,
laying the framework for the progressive
movement. As governor of Wisconsin, he
gained the respect of local farmers, small
business owners, and intellectuals with his
pledge to break the power of the private mo-
nopoly system over the economic life of the
American people.

La Follette consistently championed the
rights of women, minorities, the working class,
and the poor. He called for reform of a tax
system that disproportionately burdened mid-
dle and lower income Americans, and he cam-
paigned for agricultural reform to relieve the
distress of farmers. La Follette’s progressive
party also called for government control of rail-
roads, the outlawing of child labor, the right of
workers to organize unions, and increased
protection of civil liberties.

“Fighting Bob” La Follette was a man fierce
in his convictions and steeped in the ideals of
Lincoln and Jefferson. In 1957, the Senate
voted him one of the five most outstanding
Senators of all time.

Mr. Speaker, | fully support H.R. 1760 to re-
name a post office in Madison, Wisconsin in
honor of this extraordinary American, Robert
La Follette.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 1760 to designate the
postal facility at 215 Martin Luther King, Jr.

Boulevard in Madison, Wisconsin, as the
“Robert M. La Follette, Sr. Post Office Build-
ing.”

A man of the people, Bob La Follette cap-
tured the hearts and minds of Wisconsin’s citi-
zens and rose to a place of distinction in the
history of my State and this Nation. His storied
political career began as a Republican when
he was elected District Attorney of Dane
County in 1880.

“Fighting Bob,” as he would become known,
served right here in the House of Representa-
tives from 1885 to 1891. Although he was de-
feated for re-election in 1890, Fighting Bob re-
turned to his law practice and demonstrated
the resilience for which he developed a ster-
ling reputation.

After two failed attempts for the Governor-
ship, La Follette was elected Wisconsin’s
twentieth Governor in 1990. During his three
terms as Governor in the early 1900’s, La
Follette led the State out of debt and earned
a reputation as a skilled orator and a cham-
pion of the people.

Fighting Bob returned to Washington in
1906 following his election to the U.S. Senate,
where he served until his death in 1925 at 70
years of age. It is no accident that one of my
State’s two statues prominently displayed in
Statuary Hall is dedicated to “Fighting Bob” La
Follette. He served Wisconsin and the United
States honorably. | urge my colleagues to join
me in honoring Bob La Follette by supporting
this resolution.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I have no further requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California). The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs.
MILLER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1760.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
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the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H. Res. 266.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF PEACE OFFICERS ME-
MORIAL DAY

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 266)
supporting the goals and ideals of
Peace Officers Memorial Day.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 266

Whereas the well-being of all people of the
United States is preserved and enhanced as a
direct result of the vigilance and dedication
of law enforcement personnel;

Whereas more than 870,000 law enforcement
personnel, the highest amount ever in the
United States, serve their fellow citizens as
guardians of peace;

Whereas peace officers are on the front line
in preserving the right of the children of the
United States to receive an education in a
crime-free environment, a right that is all
too often threatened by the insidious fear
caused by violence in schools;

Whereas 153 peace officers across the Na-
tion were killed in the line of duty during
2004, well below the decade-long average of
165 deaths annually, and a major drop from
2001 when 230 officers were killed, including
72 officers in the September 11th terrorist at-
tacks;

Whereas every year, a law enforcement of-
ficer is Kkilled somewhere in the United
States every 53 hours, and there are also
56,000 assaults against our law officers each
year, resulting in 17,000 injuries;

Whereas section 136 of title 36, United
States Code, requests that the President
issue each year a proclamation designating
May 15 as Peace Officers Memorial Day in
honor of Federal, State, and local officers
killed or disabled in the line of duty; and

Whereas on May 13, 2005, more than 20,000
peace officers are expected to gather in
Washington, D.C. to join with the families of
their recently fallen comrades to honor
those comrades and all others who went be-
fore them: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Peace
Officers Memorial Day to honor Federal,
State, and local peace officers killed or dis-
abled in the line of duty; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe such a day with appro-
priate ceremonies and respect.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) and the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER).



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-20T13:29:23-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




